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BY EARLY Fabru
rumbsit of actrie R

in lapan Alr Sell-Dedfonse
Force (JASDF)

Last night-flying
mission for
JASDF RF-4

High-altitude biofuel
testsfor |IAF An-32

INDLAN AR Force T weoald = was used 1o
LAFY An-32RE AR SE walidate use of indigenouily
photographed of Leh Adrport  developed biolec on the
on January 31 whio evalualing  1AF An-32 01 the extnemitios
the user of jot biofuel fos of the sircealt’s operating
Fegih-al iluds operatong. oo, Tosls wibng

Thatr Shgivt bor uandbisr 1o conduched by & tesm ol
operations from Leh = which pelids anad orinpors fnom o
&1 1088 (3 258 & 1AF'S Arcrafl and Syritisnd
ona of the highost-alttudes Testing Establishmoent
comremaercial pefaeids in [ASTE) Dave Allpart

'SMART A330 MRTT planned
for Singapore

Fid will remain with Alrbus in Geéfale, Spain, fo
suppovt SMART MATT festing. Hang ool

AIRBLS AND SINGAPORE the AJT0 MRTT. As launch inended bo reducs sr ‘tanker malfuncsons, the
ano collabocating on customer for SMART, tho refueding operator (ARD) AZR system is able 1o
furibor diveliopment ol the  Republic of Singapore woikload, improve salely dascormect andsor clear
A0 Multi-Role Tankor idr Fortg (RSAF) will and optimisas the rate of ‘e boom swary from
Teanspoat (MRTT). Unedes provide an A330 MATT to Tuel transfer, Once the the recoiver safely.

BN BgEeomant announced Eak part in developmant, AR systom is sctivated by In this receheor pivcraly, the
at February's Singapane the flsght-test campalign the ARD, the boom Might pilob{sh closing in on the
Alrghew, the parinors will wnd final cortification cenirol system bocomos tanker takes visual cues
work on the SMART MATT  programmi. Flight triats fully automated and the freemn the sutomatad pilot
programmae 1o develop, haver aliendy begun and transfors fuel upon condact  director ights, According
certify and implemant SMART is planned for with thi recoha, while e Abuss, this allows fior
B0 Futommatic Sir10-air cortification next yoar, the ARD monitors the mare elficient operations,
rediselling (A3R) capability, Thi AJR gystem requires  oparation. in tho event of with senaothor transitions,
as woll 33 enhanced i dditional edquipment an anomaly duo o receiver  and minimises tine during
maintenance sclutions for on the recehver and is stabiity deviations or the coupled statle.
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‘Viper’
progress for
Indonesia,

Singapore
AN INITIAL upgradied
Indonesian Alr Forca Fighting
Fadcon, smghe-soat F-168
sorial TS-18M, conducied
its first post-upgrode fight
froen Lard owatyuds
in hadiun, Exst Jeva on
Fabruary 18, The jit it thi
Frst 1o Undengo domdstic
Falzom STAR (Structursl
Augrmenitation Rosdmagph
aend gnhanoed mid ki
gt prOgrAMImes.
Moarwhile, Lockheed
Martin has recenad B
USSETEm (ES2m) contrsct
modification to upgrade
F-163 lor Singapede. Tha
deal modifies & pravious
contract mvarded in 2015
and, i fully eoreisod,
wotdd bring 1odad value of
thi contract 1o USS580.4m
{ETStmn). Uipgrados for &0
af Singapore™s F-16CA0x
Block 52 jots hawve been
approwed by the US,

WKL A0



TNI-AU
begins re-
equipping
14 SkU

INDOMNESIA HAS finally
begun re-equipping
Skadron Lidara 14 (SkU 14)
ol tho Tentnra Masional
indenesin Anghotan Udara
[THI-ALL Indanesian Al
Foroo) ot Lanud Iswahjudi,
Masdsun, Lva, which has
baan without aircrall sinca
s F-SE/F5 were rotined
araund e yoars ago. The
first three sircraft for the
unit amived at the base
on February 7, comprising
Su-2T5K T5-2701, plus
Su-J0OMKZs T5-3000
and T5-2002, using tho
callsign Thunder Flght’
Al three wen fown
i frorm Larud Sultan
Hazanuddin, Ujung
Pandang. Suliwesi, where
thiry had been cperated
Ly SR 1. Thetr i arcranft
for Sk 14 will join two
ather oparaticnad unils
at Bnwahjudi: SkU 3 with
F-18A/B/CNDs and SkU
15 with T-501 Golden
Eagles. Dave Allport

Surions delivered to Korean
Coast Guare

S

ONE OF the Dwd ndny Bonoa
Aaroipaca Industries (KAL)
KUH-CG Surigns that

have joined the Republic of
Korea Coast Guard is BS22.

Drekvery of the helicopters
wiais announced by KAl on
Decomber 20, They are
equipped with advanced
missien equipment for

Satrmcwibe bo W, key.aer e for byeaking naws slones
Ermad £ ks team ot edaim@heypublishing.com

their rodes in search and
rmnd m-nuumg

Thailand announces acquisition plans

THE THAI defenco
minisiry's latost White
Paper gives insight inta
planned purchases for

the Kong Thagp Akat Tha
{Rayal Thai Air Force, RTAF)
over the noad docade.

Twed more T-50TH: will bo
acquined, for & tolal of 14,

plis six mare DASZS and six
DA405. One mose Gripen

is inchaded as an aikrition
replacemant, while plans
o 3ol cut for replacement
of it L-J9ZASART, C-130H
and PCs9, all of which are
dise to bo supsrsoded by
fidw typés from 2022

Neaarnwhile, the ATAF has
placed an order for six

HE3IS traning helbCopbors.
The contract will being the
service's Albus Hohcoplers
flnt 10 18 aircralt, joining 12
H2XEME a0 undar order.
Thae naw rotorcradt vill
bt delbvared from 20201

JASDF’s 3 Hikotai working up at Hyakuri

AS PHANTOM operations
slerwhy come to an end ot
Hyakuri Akr Base, & new
1anst b pdready 208 Up
camp ot s fufune home
base. The Japan Alr Soli-
Dedonse Foroo's (JASDF'S)
3 Hikolai will complote

its transdof from Misawa

fo Hyakurl nexd yoar, but
part of the squadron has
already started oporating
eud ol its new base. On
Janiaary 15, the first oven
F-2As ond F-2B3 landed at
Hyabauri, followed by thiee
mone o fiew days kater, Since
Ehezir arrival, ¥ Hikotai has

been operating on a daily
basis, with arcund ten F-23
prosent at any given lime,
Misshons include local
fhights, as woll a8 Lorties to
and from Mizawa, regulachy
exchangeng airframes and
pilots. Meanwhile, the

unit still operates from

Misawa simullangously,
For now, 301 Hilkotai is
still operating the F-4E
from Hyalourd, but will meve
b Misawa later this yoar
o become an F-35A wnit,
wehile 501 Hikotas wall i tid
i3 AF -4E8 within o fow
wietks. Arneld ten Pas

Zinghs- uu: F-24 83-85%7 (efn .*!i;:l'lfﬂm ¥ Hikedal preparea ho depart a2 new hovae st Hyskurl,

W iy e o

In Brief

B FASEX for Indla?
Boeing has requested a
US gowernmant Heencs 1o
allow it to potentially affer
¥s F-15EX 1o the Indian
Air Force. The company is
eonsidening pitching 1he
dvancod Eagle bo mbot
the service's requiremend
for 110 nivwe fighfors.

W India slgns contracls
for AH-64Es and MH-E0Rs
Mew Dedhi has concluded
PArchasd 0groemoents
wfith Tl LA cowiring ix
AH-B4E3 fod the Indian
Arry ard 24 MH-80R2
fior the Indian Miny,
Sdoreky i expeched 1o
complote deliveries of the
Seahawics by 2023, while
anmy AH-G4E deliveries
will begin the same year.
W indomesia receives last
C-130H from Australia
Indanein has takin
defivery of the fifth and
final C-130H cedered froen
Austraba i July 2018 The
Horcubes, serial A-1338,
was farmally inductod
o the Indonoesian A
Forcg's Shadron Udara 32
at Lanwd Abdulrachman
Salohin Malang. East
Jorva, on Febreary 15,

W Initial operational cloar-
ance for India’s LUH
Irsclia’s Light Uity Hih-
copber (LUH) has boen
granbed snitial operatioanal
clearance (FOC), paving
tha wary bor Hindustan
Apronautics Limited (HAL)
10 begin series production.
10C was confirmed by the
Cantre Tor Military Airwor.
thiness and Cortification
after threo LUH profotypos
comploted mory than S50
st Maghits in deverso cli-
s Condelions.

B Indinn MoD outlines
Tejas Mk1A plans

The bndian Minksiry of
Defence has confarmed
s intenticn o order 83 of
the enhancod Tejas ME1A
fightors for the Indian Air
Forgo, Flight testing of the
Tojas Mi LA is planned 1o
be complotod by 2022

B Afghan Black Hiwk
numbers to be cul

The number of UH- 004+
being suppbied 1o
Afghanistan is bo be cul
by hero-thirds, The Iatest
Pentagon report on the
country siafes that the finad
quantity of Black Hawks
has beoen reduced from
159 to 53 (45 of which had
beon delivored by Gotobor
31 last year). The romaining
wight are currently baing
upgraded by Sciénce and
Enganatring Senices in
Huntswille, Alabama.
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