'EXERCISE REPORT

ICELAND Air Mesat

2014 [LAM 2014) was
held from January 31
until February 21 at
Keflavik, theanly
military installation on
theisland. Tthrought
together participants
from NMATO member
nations Morway and Ieeland,
and from pariner countries
Finland and Sweden, toconducta
wide range of air defence-related
flying activities. MNorway acted
@s the sponsor nation for Finland
and Sweden, which were deploy-
ing to loeland for the first time,
controlling their operations, ard
alza provided the training director
for the exercise. The Netherlands
and the US also participated by
providing air-to-air refuelling
tanker aircraft operating fom
their home bases, and a NATO
E-3A was involved as well

At the media briefing it was

emphasised that IAM 2014 was
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a'training event'as opposed
to a ‘WATO exercise’, the dif-
ference being that an exercise
is based around a military
scenario with operational

objectives for the participants,

wheresas a traming event is
used Lo practice tactics and

= out it the early maming daht at Keflavik.
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procedures that can be repeated

the following day to ensure

lessons are correctly learnt.
From its Combined Air Qpera-

tions Centre in Uadem, Germany,

MATD acted as the overall
coordinator for the event. The
airmeet had four mainaims: to

Martin Kaye braved the
elements and flew to
Keflavik in lceland for the
inaugural fighter meet by
Scandinavian air farces

maximise the value of training;
to develop MATO and Mordic
defence cooperation; to increase
MATO interoperability; and to
train to Allied Command Europe
force standards, Mizsions trained

included deplayment, defensive
counter air and composite air
aperations, air-to-gir refuelling
{AAR), airborne early warning,
and search and rescue (SAR).

Twio other events accurred
during IAM - one was a meet
ingof the foreign and defence
ministors of lceland, Denmark,
Finland, Morway and Sweden
to strengthen Mordic defence
cooperation and discuss topical
foreign and security palicy issues.
and the other was the deploy-
ment of a Norwegian air defence
detachment on January 27 to
conduct regular NATO peacetime
preparedness mission training.
Six F-16 aircraft were deployed,
which also participated in TAM.
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Participants
With no standing armed forces,
iceland's defence and security
needs are the responsibility of the
Icelandic Coast Guard, Amongst
cther tasks, 1t is required to operate
the leelandic Air Defence Systerm
[ADS), patrol secutity zones
and participate in exercises and
deployments. An example of the
latrar occurred during 1AM, when
the Coast Guard's Dash & aircraft
was deploved to southemn Italy as
part of European efforts to memitor
refugees and IMMIFrants coming
from Morth Africa. Givenits strate-
i tpcation, the key function of the
IADS is tomamtain a surveillance
picture for its allies of its area of
responsibility, which stretches as
fzr as Greenland and towards the
T Aswellas land-hased sunveil-
tance radars, surface vessels also
contribute to the radar coverage.
The key challenge for the Coast
Cuard in hosting LAM wasto
pravide the required facilities
st Keflavik, which has limited
around suppart Services and
hangarspace. The participating
natons had to bring their own
support aquipment, keeping it to
2 mininum to reduce the logistics
turden, Dther challenges faced
wire the unpredictable weather at
that time of year, consideration af
theincreased aireraft noise, and the
need for avwareness of the media
spotlight, which was focused oo
such a significant event for lceland
Acwell az providing the host
paze, Iceland also conmibuzed its
command and reporting centre
CRC), winich is located at Keflavik,
xnd two Coast Guard Eurocopter
AS332 Super Puma helicopters,
These, and the Finmish NH30s,
would be vital if any SAR wastabe
required, given that the majority of

the training areas were aver the sea.

tanons also brought fighter
controllers towark topether in
the CRC. To make maximum
use of the training opportunity,
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Helon: A Swadish Air Force JAS 390 Gripen holds at the renway threshald while Norwegian

F-165 get airborne.
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Lhows Finland alde sent along a brace of NHI0 helicopters to accompany e
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Sweden and Finland rotated
their aivcrews halfway through
the flying phase of the meet

The exercise
Missions were scheduled at the
same timeeach day, at 1000, 1300
and around 1930 hours, With
daylight hours changing during the
three-week period the night mis-
sion was launched progressively
later—from 1915 in the fArstweek to
1945 during the third. The moming
mission was typically mare than
twe hours; as {his was when AAR
wat practised; the afternoan
mission was Lypically 1.5 hours.
The MATCE-34 was scheduled 1o
be available for sixof the missions.
The fighter controllers were tasked
with producing a recognised i
picture and also with ensuring de-
confiiction with the transatlantc
air traffic routing over leeland.
Half-way theough the oaining
event all the participants enthused
about e value they were achiev
ing with crly one mission having
ta be cancelled dus to axtremely
high winds, and with only one
or two arrcraft sorties lost
due to technical reasons,




